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New York Sea Grant partnered with MARACOOS to create a Long Island-
n based network for rip current science and safety professionals

NewYork
Long Island Rip Current Network
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forecasting, safety, and education are working to

Rip currents are powerful currents of water moving away from shore.

further the understanding of rip current science to They can sweep oven the sirongest swimmer away from shore:
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In 2020, New York Sea Grant and the Mid-Atlantic Regional Association Coastal Ocean Observing System
(MARACOOS) created the Long Island Rip Current Network (LIRN) as a framework for promoting collaboration
and effective communications aimed at enhancing efforts, reducing duplication, and, ultimately, reducing rip
current-related incidents.

The initial steps included developing a list of professionals to be included in the network. Over the summer of
2020, a survey was developed and distributed via email to gauge interest in the development of the network
as well as to identify relevant topics for discussion at a workshop. The survey had a response rate of over 75%,
and obtained important information, such as, the education of beachgoers being of highest interest to the rip
current professionals. There was widespread interest in participating in the proposed network and in fostering
relationships across Long Island and within the larger Mid-Atlantic region.

In the fall, NYSG and MARACOQS co-hosted the first LIRN Workshop. A dozen representatives from such
sectors as academia, forecasting, municipalities, and lifeguard organizations participated in identifying
clearly-defined goals for the new network and the next steps for its development. NYSG plans to host at
least one more workshop before the summer 2021 beach season.

This network of rip current professionals on Long Island will work together to research, educate, and reduce the
number of rip current-related fatalities that occur each year. Learn more at www.nyseagrant.org/ripcurrents.
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