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Weather-related incidents and fatalities occurring 
at beaches and on the water can be a result of 
lightning and storms, wind, the sun, and rip 
currents. According to the National Weather 
Service, over the past decade 153 fatalities can be 
attributed to heat, 41 to lightning and storms, 53 to 
wind, and 71 to rip currents nationwide. New York 
State has nearly 1,300 bathing beaches visited by 
millions of patrons and more than 20,000 registered 
recreational boaters. Considering this, education 
about the hazards that beachgoers and boaters 
may encounter is essential to saving lives.

In response, New York Sea Grant (NYSG) developed 
outreach materials including rack cards, stickers, 
magnets, and posters that detail the afore-
mentioned weather hazards, their associated 
recreational impact, and what to do if a stakeholder 
is experiencing them. These resources, available in 
English and Spanish, were distributed across New 
York’s marinas and public bathing beaches where
they are displayed prominently and available to 
boaters or beachgoers before they engage in water 
recreational activities.

Nearly 1,000 of the informative items were
distributed at outreach events and workshops 
that targeted marina managers, beachgoers, and 
other relevant stakeholders. Additionally, these 
materials were made available at community 
events, education and nature centers, and parks, 
and during individual meetings. Digital versions are 
available on the NYSG* and partner websites, e.g., 
the National Weather Service.
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Beach and Boating Weather Hazards
Bilingual Outreach

New York Sea Grant provides outreach materials in English and Spanish to educate 
beachgoers and boaters about weather hazards and how to stay safe while they recreate
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* Download these resources: https://
bit.ly/beachboatingweatherhazards


