NEMO Rising
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generate the primary contaminants to the
Long Island Sound today,” says Keenan.
“In order to minimize the impacts of
contaminated runoff, or nonpoint source
pollution, it is necessary to plan and
manage local land use within a regional
geographic context that recognizes
opportunities to protect natural
resources.”

Initially, the program focused on assisting
watershed protection committees for
Hempstead Harbor and Manhasset Bay.
These two watersheds lie within heavily
developed areas of western Nassau
County along Long Island Sound. NEMO is
now expanding the program eastward. Five
key subwatersheds along Suffolk County’s
north shore are the focus: Huntington/
Northport Harbor, Stony Brook Harbor, Port
Jefferson Harbor, Mount Sinai Harbor, and
the Nissequogue River. For each of these
watersheds, Keenan has initiated a
strategy to create and conduct locally
customized “Linking Land Use to Water
Quality” workshops.

Local workshops are about to get a boost.
New funding will allow Keenan to create eye-
catching artwork to draw attention to how
land use and nonpoint source pollution are
related in these five areas. She will use
Geographic Information System (GIS), a
computer-based tool for mapping and
analysis that transforms mere statistics into
a colorful display of an area’s population,
vegetation, and land use over time. NOAA’s
Development and Enhancement of Coastal
NEMO Network Projects initiative will provide
funds to generate GIS graphics for the
Nissequogue River watershed. The Long
Island Sound Study (LISS) will fund similar
efforts for the four other Suffolk County LIS
subwatersheds. The one-year funding totals
to about $30,000. Artwork is slated for
completion by early 2003.

GIS technology is a highly effective visual
tool. It helps those without technical training
to see the “big picture” concepts. Decision
makers can apply such concepts to local
issues as they formulate new evaluative
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criteria for long range land use planning.
“The GIS visuals will enable us to convey
our nonpoint source pollution management
strategy with greater clarity,” says Keenan.
This strategy integrates natural resource-
based land use planning, site design, best
management practices and land
stewardship.

Keenan says the need for NEMO’s
educational support is abundantly evident.

Many stresses on Long Island Sound that Environment, a from pacell

stem from land use and contaminated program developed

runoff yet remain. “Utilizing GIS maps and by Cornell Fhe-stewards

artwork of the Sound’s localities, we will Cooperative -

provide municipal decision makers with the Extension and ] W%Hmﬁmwbys
educational support they need to protect Sea Grant. visitors-to-the-dune-sites—They

their coastal resources while e
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into Suffolk County, Keenan continues to citizens in New York’s marine waters. As Forestry:Barry-Mahar—SUNY.

work with Nassau officials. In October, the Thompson explains, “Impervious Cobleskili-ane-Kenny-Smmith;

NY Sea Grant NEMO program, the Long surfaces and urban sprawl are of Reehesterinstitute-of fechnology:

Island Sound Study and the Coalition to minimal concern in these areas. :

Save Hempstead Harbor will sponsor a Agricultural preservation and fisheries il ’

stormwater conference in Nassau County. protection are much higher priorities.” '
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the helm, nonpoint source pollution this point, Thompson intends to use City-who-interned-with

education will soon be underway in several responses generated by these initial Fhe-Nature-Conservaney:

counties bordering Lake Ontario. In May, discussions with water quality !

Thompson met with the Water Quality coordinating committee members to .
focus her NEMO efforts. Under loeal-newspaper
consideration is the production of
publications offering information about Werked-with-the-land
how to control nonpoint source pollution P
and who to contact in each upstate i e i
county. These materials would be useful Led-canoe-tours-through
to committee members and their the-wetlands-and-interpretive
interested clients. Thompson is also hikes-along-the-beaches:

Coordinating Committees for Jefferson
and St. Lawrence Counties. With them
she introduced the
roles and successes
of the NEMO network
of programs.
Thompson also
defined LEAPE,
Locally Led
Education and Action
for Protecting the

planning a nonpoint source education
training session in Pulaski, located in

Oswego County, for early October. NYSC's-SUNY-Oswege-office;
— Paul C. Focazio ’
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Continued

This fall, Sea Grant will educate local officials in
Pulaski, NY about contaminated run off into the
Salmon River, a popular fishing destination.
Similar water quality activities have already
proven successful in the state’s marine waters.
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