TEACHING STUDENTS TO BE STEWARDS OF THEIR ENVIRONMENT
Guidance on Remote Environmental Stewardship Actions for Educators

Engaging students in field based, hands on actions can help them develop a life- long connection
with their environment, and provide experiential education that connects with classroom and
outdoor learning. To help plan out remote stewardship actions with students, consider the
following types of stewardship actions:

Restoration and Protection

e Planting trees, flowers (for pollinators) and shrubs
e Learning about the benefits of protecting trees
® |nvasive species prevention and control

e Nature Journaling

e Litter cleanups
o Waterway cleanups
o Community cleanups

o Remote cleanups integrating data collection
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Everyday Choices

e Using renewable water bottles

e Recycling and Composting

e Conserving water

e Saving energy and doing energy audits

e Journaling to track choices



https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/9393.html
http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator/
http://nyis.info/what-you-can-do/
https://johnmuirlaws.com/journaling-curriculum/
https://www.dot.ny.gov/programs/repository/litter.web.pdf
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/cleanswell/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/litter.pdf
https://www.litterati.org/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/294.html
https://www1.eere.energy.gov/education/pdfs/efficiency_energyinhome.pdf

Community Awareness

e Giving presentations (online or in person) to your
community

e Posting flyers or posters

e Sharing information on social media and joining
environmental organizations social media pages Photo from Save The River

Stewardship/Citizen Science

e Collecting and reporting monitoring data

o Track seasonal changes with Nature’s
Notebook

o Share birding observations through ebird
and contribute to the breeding bird atlas

o Help monitor invasive species

® Service Learning

Student Safety in the Field

Please note, safety is key when students are in the field to complete stewardship actions. Consider
reviewing Playing It Safe: Recognizing and Managing Risk When Working With Students in the
Field to help plan your activities.

The Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics also has important information about staying safe
while protecting the outdoors. For more information, visit: https://Int.org/



https://www.dec.ny.gov/education/1896.html
https://www.facebook.com/NYSDEC/
https://www.epa.gov/citizen-science
https://www.usanpn.org/natures_notebook
https://www.usanpn.org/natures_notebook
https://www.usanpn.org/natures_notebook
https://www.usanpn.org/natures_notebook
https://ebird.org/atlasny/home
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/service-learning-toolkit/?utm_source=BibblioRCM_Row
https://nagt.org/nagt/teaching_resources/field/safety/index.html
https://nagt.org/nagt/teaching_resources/field/safety/index.html
https://nagt.org/nagt/teaching_resources/field/safety/index.html
https://lnt.org/
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