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tlantic StatesMarine Fisheries Commission’s (ASMFC) American

L obster Management Board established an ad hoc ASMFC L obster
Steering Committeein August 2000, for |obster disease research with
members appointed by the Chair of the L obster Management Board. The
Committeeischargedto (1) provide oversight and accountability for the
expenditure of federal funds appropriated for research into the causes of
Long Island Sound’s|obster fishery disaster; (2) monitor research on lobster
health and provide the Board with periodic reports on research resultsand
determinetheimplicationsfor the ASMFC American L obster Management
Program; and (3) recommend Board action/support for futurelobster health
research needs.

Seventeen research projects have been announced to date, and they will be
implemented over the next two yearsto investigate the causes of the mass

Sea t mortalitiesin Long Island Sound’slobster fishery, which occurred infall
1999, and beyond. These projects constitute the Long |sland Sound Lobster
New York Research Initiative, aregional collaboration between National Oceanic and New York Sea Grant
Bringing Sciencetotheshore  Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service, s Ened program
s Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, and the SeaGrant and Employment

Opportunities in

Programsin New York and Connecticut. Long Island Sound L obster Research association with Cornell

New York Sea Grant |pjtiativeiscomplemented by the Monitoring and Resource Assessment e o™
Extension Program  program by New York State Department of Environment Conservation and Cormerce, and Courty
3059 Sound Avenue . . . . Cooperative Extension

. Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection that began in 2000. Associations.
Riverhead, NY
11901-1098

(631) 727-3910 The projects were sel ected through an open competition under ajoint
Request for Proposal s that was announced in October 2000 by the Sea

WWW.Nyseagr ant.org Grant Programsin New York and Connecticut, and Connecticut Department © 2001 Comell Uriversty
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Long Island Sound
Lobster Research
Initiative is a research
collaboration of National
Oceanic Atmosphere
Administration’s
(NOAA) National
Marine Fisheries Service,
Connecticut Department
of Environmental
Protection, and the Sea
Grant Programs in New
York and Connecticut.

New York

Long Island Sound
L obster Research Funding

of Environmental Protection.Thislatest announcement meansthat over $3.5
million have been committed to research to date, by the Sea Grant Programs
in New York and Connecticut, Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection, and NOAA Nationa Marine Fisheries Service. Research will

be conducted under the following focus areas:

Immunology & Endocrinology

Seek to determine how |obster immune systems may have been compro-
mised or affected by environmental stressors, and how they defend against
disease and infection. Researcherswill also describeimmune systemsfor
healthy |obstersthat can serve asabasisfor comparison or amonitoring tool
infuture.

Pesticides

Estimate mortality ratesin lobster resulting from pesticidelevelsthat are
known to occur in the environment, and the effectslong-term exposure of
these contaminants may have on lobster health, and other marine crusta-
ceansincluding crabs and other invertebrates. Theseresearch will also
quantify sub-lethal concentrations of toxic contaminants (pesticides) used
for mosquito control, and determine how these chemical s are broken-down
In seawater and sediments, and | obster tissues.

Physical\Chemical Environment

Examine how long-term changesin water quality variables (e.g., tempera-
ture, biogeochemical) affect lobster health. They will also consider how
unfavorable environmental conditionsincluding low Dissolved Oxygen and
prolonged elevationsin temperature, might cause lobster populationsto be
vulnerableto stressand mortality.

Shell Disease & Paramoeba

Study and examine bacteriathat cause Shell Disease Syndrome, and de-
velop testsfor specific disease-causing agents. Another important activity
will beto isolate and describe the paramoeba, and develop teststo aid inits

Bringing Scienceto the Shore
w=mmm Jetectionininfected lobsters.

For additional information, contact:

New York Sea Grant

Extension Program

3059 Sound Avenue
Riverhead, NY

11901-1098

(631) 727-3910

Antoinette Clemetson
Lobster Extension Specialist
New York Sea Grant Extension
3059 Sound Avenue
Riverhead, NY 11901-1098
Tel: (631) 727-3910

Fax: (631) 369-5944

E-mail: aoc5@cornell.edu

Nancy Balcom

Extension Program L eader
Connecticut Sea Grant

1084 Shennecossett Road

Groton, CT 06340-6097

Tel: (860) 405-9107

Fax: (860) 405-9109

E-mail: balcom@uconnvm.uconn.edu
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