
Just Throw Them Out | The Scientist

http://the-scientist.com/2012/05/17/just-throw-them-out/[5/31/2012 3:26:32 PM]

 4 Comments    

FLICKR, TRAVELOURPLANET.COM

Like

The Nutshell

Just Throw Them Out
Researchers determine that the best way to get rid of unused pharmaceuticals
with the least amount of environmental impact is to drop them in the garbage.
By Edyta Zielinska | May 17, 2012

Consumers throw away an estimated 200 million
pounds of unused pharmaceuticals every year, but
what’s the best way to dispose of these leftovers?
Despite claims that trashed drugs can leach into
the local waterways, where they may affect both
environmental and human health, a study
published last month (April 11) from researchers
at the University of Michigan found that the best
and most cost effective way to reduce impact
was, in fact, to throw unused pills in the garbage.

The researchers compared three possible disposal
methods: flushing the drugs, returning them to a pharmacy for incineration, or throwing them away.
While incineration rendered the drugs completely inactive, the annual cost of a national drug take-back
program could be as high as $2 billion. Flushing the drugs down the toilet would result in the highest
environmental exposure to the chemicals. On the other hand, prior research had suggested that
leaching from a landfill was not a significant source of pollution. Therefore, trash disposal is the simplest
and most economical strategy.

“Trash disposal is likely to accomplish faster removal of unused pharmaceuticals from households due to
higher participation rates and greater convenience,” the authors wrote in their paper, published in the
journal Environmental Science & Technology.

« Previous Nutshell Next Nutshell »

News & Opinion The Nutshell Multimedia Subjects Surveys Magazine

 

ConfirmLike

LoginAdd New Comment

Type your comment here.

Follow The Scientist

    

Subscribe to RSS feed
 All
 The Nutshell
 News & Opinion

Popular Posts

1. The Aging and Inflammation
Link

2. Pain-Killing Transplants

3. The Sound of Color

4. 2012 Bio-Art Winners

5. Opinion: Pressured to
Commercialize

Current Issue

Link this Stumble Tweet this

javascript:window.print()
http://www.flickr.com/photos/travelourplanet/6222739881/
http://the-scientist.com/category/the-nutshell/
http://the-scientist.com/2011/11/07/prescription-drug-pollutants/
http://pubs.acs.org/stoken/presspac/presspac/abs/10.1021/es203987b
http://pubs.acs.org/stoken/presspac/presspac/abs/10.1021/es203987b
http://pubs.acs.org/stoken/presspac/presspac/abs/10.1021/es203987b
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3c86/0/0/%2a/u;256669943;0-0;0;65783446;1-468/60;47928077/47943070/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.knowledgefoundation.com/viewevents.php?event_id=276&act=evt#
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3c86/0/0/%2a/j;257132120;0-0;0;65785333;4307-300/250;48160230/48174478/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://the-scientist.com/2012/03/26/the-2012-salary-survey-is-here/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3c86/0/0/%2a/c;257665228;0-0;0;65785333;3454-728/90;48415213/48415001/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.invitrogen.com/site/us/en/home/Products-and-Services/Applications/Cloning/gene-synthesis/geneart-precision-tals.html?CID=BN-CO110826-TheScientist-728x90
http://the-scientist.com/2012/05/17/battlefield-head-trauma/
http://the-scientist.com/2012/05/18/us-drug-approvals-top-canada-europe/
http://the-scientist.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3c86/0/0/%2a/f;44306;0-0;0;65785333;6-120/60;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://the-scientist.com/category/news-opinion/
http://the-scientist.com/category/the-nutshell/
http://the-scientist.com/category/multimedia/
http://the-scientist.com/category/surveys/
http://the-scientist.com/magazine/
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?api_key=153517498047116&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D6%23cb%3Df1fde3b9abaccaf%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fthe-scientist.com%252Ff30257c640f8d1c%26domain%3Dthe-scientist.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&font=verdana&href=http%3A%2F%2Fthe-scientist.com%2F2012%2F05%2F17%2Fjust-throw-them-out%2F&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=90?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?api_key=153517498047116&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D6%23cb%3Df1fde3b9abaccaf%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fthe-scientist.com%252Ff30257c640f8d1c%26domain%3Dthe-scientist.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&font=verdana&href=http%3A%2F%2Fthe-scientist.com%2F2012%2F05%2F17%2Fjust-throw-them-out%2F&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=90?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?api_key=153517498047116&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D6%23cb%3Df1fde3b9abaccaf%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fthe-scientist.com%252Ff30257c640f8d1c%26domain%3Dthe-scientist.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&font=verdana&href=http%3A%2F%2Fthe-scientist.com%2F2012%2F05%2F17%2Fjust-throw-them-out%2F&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=90?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?api_key=153517498047116&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D6%23cb%3Df1fde3b9abaccaf%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fthe-scientist.com%252Ff30257c640f8d1c%26domain%3Dthe-scientist.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&font=verdana&href=http%3A%2F%2Fthe-scientist.com%2F2012%2F05%2F17%2Fjust-throw-them-out%2F&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=90?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?api_key=153517498047116&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D6%23cb%3Df1fde3b9abaccaf%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fthe-scientist.com%252Ff30257c640f8d1c%26domain%3Dthe-scientist.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&font=verdana&href=http%3A%2F%2Fthe-scientist.com%2F2012%2F05%2F17%2Fjust-throw-them-out%2F&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=90?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?api_key=153517498047116&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D6%23cb%3Df1fde3b9abaccaf%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fthe-scientist.com%252Ff30257c640f8d1c%26domain%3Dthe-scientist.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&font=verdana&href=http%3A%2F%2Fthe-scientist.com%2F2012%2F05%2F17%2Fjust-throw-them-out%2F&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=90?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?api_key=153517498047116&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D6%23cb%3Df1fde3b9abaccaf%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fthe-scientist.com%252Ff30257c640f8d1c%26domain%3Dthe-scientist.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&font=verdana&href=http%3A%2F%2Fthe-scientist.com%2F2012%2F05%2F17%2Fjust-throw-them-out%2F&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=90?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?api_key=153517498047116&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D6%23cb%3Df1fde3b9abaccaf%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fthe-scientist.com%252Ff30257c640f8d1c%26domain%3Dthe-scientist.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&font=verdana&href=http%3A%2F%2Fthe-scientist.com%2F2012%2F05%2F17%2Fjust-throw-them-out%2F&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=90?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
https://www.facebook.com/TheScientistMagazine
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Scientist-Magazine-2142072?trk=myg_ugrp_ovr
https://twitter.com/TheScientistLLC
https://twitter.com/TheScientistLLC
http://vimeo.com/thescientistllc
http://vimeo.com/thescientistllc
http://www.youtube.com/user/thescientistllc
http://the-scientist.com/feed
http://the-scientist.com/category/the-nutshell/feed
http://the-scientist.com/category/news-opinion/feed
http://the-scientist.com/2012/05/24/the-aging-and-inflammation-link/
http://the-scientist.com/2012/05/24/the-aging-and-inflammation-link/
http://the-scientist.com/2012/05/23/pain-killing-transplants/
http://the-scientist.com/2012/05/01/the-sound-of-color/
http://the-scientist.com/2012/05/25/2012-bio-art-winners/
http://the-scientist.com/2012/05/28/opinion-pressured-to-commercialize/
http://the-scientist.com/2012/05/28/opinion-pressured-to-commercialize/

	the-scientist.com
	Just Throw Them Out | The Scientist


	cvanVzdC10aHJvdy10aGVtLW91dC8A: 
	form2: 
	s: Search
	input3: 




